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TYLER ENGILE

Tyler Engle Architects PS

esponsive. Grounded. Essential. Tyler Engle, AlA, keeps these three words—among many others—
at the forefront of his mind when he designs each of his projects. It is one reason why every
residence he completes contains its own unique aesthetic and purpose, while being rooted in its place

and tailored for its inhabitants,

After earning a Bachelor of Architecture with honors from Washington State University and a Master
of Science in Advanced Architectural Design from Columbia University, Tyler honed his talents with
large-scale projects, including the design of the Alhambra Visitor’s Center and Master Plan in Spain
and numerous institutional commissions in New York City. He then returned to his home state to join
the renowned George Suyama Architects. [t was there that Tyler developed a balance of his Western
education of opposites with the Eastern philosophy ef inclusion: When it comes to architecture,

contrasts and opposites—formal versus casual, closed versus open—need not exist.

Abovo: The pendanis, designed by Tyler Engle with local craftsman David Gulassa, provede a tensile countorpoint to the
mais of the lamily raom's stone fireplace in this new, cla asically impired houie
Pl .'.\'_:lﬂ!llr._rll_llll Wi Lahiausy |‘"|'.'|,.lr|;.|5r.'.\,1_|:||'|:,-'

Facing Fage: In this substantial remodel, an intreverted garden that seves the dining room i3 et behind s lausered
fivnes, while nave windaws and raol GEEnings oy |_|.\,'.:,-||!_:||'.I_ LGl 548 |'_r|‘||:||||'| PRACY, r:rll'\" r!eﬁug_g::r\--:_! Rl aniry chonr
using it white oak, bronze and pickled brass

Fhaotograph by Dowg Scott Photography
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For Tyler, design solutions are not "either/or” but "both/and.” That philosophy forms the
foundation of Tyler Engle Architects PS5, established in 2000, and has manifested itsell in

each project ever since.

A native of the Pacific Northwest, Tyler embodies a regionally sensitive attitude, and it
shows in his designs, as does his acute attention to detail. His work is aptly described as
“site-specific modernism,” thanks to his resolve to ensure that each project is indelibly
rooted in its place—whether it abuts a golf course, is situated on a bucolic lake-view
property or encompasses a narrcw urbran lot, each of his projects searnlessly responds to

its surroundings.

Mo matter the challenge, Tyler works to connect structure and site, dissolving the
boundaries between the two. This maodern principle is both an aesthetic choice and
a regional demand, as the Northwest's spectacular landscape and views beg to be

accentuated and celebrated.

For one home on a g_u::-lf course, walls of windows embrace the verdant view from inside.
When the weather beckons, outdoor living spaces provide for summer entertaining, and
a colonnade extending from the entry's interior serves as the homeowners' personal path
to the fairway. In another home, Tyler created a double-walled elliptical stair on which
clients can weave in and out of the home's interior as they descend. 5till other homes have
exterior rooms or trellis-covered corridors which are features that mitigate the contrast of
inside and out, physically connecting residents to the outdoors, as well as each house to

its particular site.

Tap Lefe: Tor capitalize an the intima ¥ of this weodad site, tha diner g room and daming Berr e Bl the conirate wall
afe tucked wnder the tree Canopy A b -'_Ii_].;\- I:..:-:|.I1r|r"|_'\.-\.|-'_||-l. et aeeodd from e kitcken
Fhotggraph by Doug Scott Fhotagraphy

Battam Lelt: From the .i{x:r' course ano can see, from lett 1o r.._||‘.'_l ghia dinim 3 Al |--.|'...| dpacat, anliy Wallis, wepla-haight
stair and bodrogms, Windows were standardized, and the massing was kept simgle Tor ecenomy
Fhotograph by Dowg Sootl Fhotegrapiy

Facing II-"i':' This camntral hall organizes tho house inlo ronas ol peivate and pablic $paces, Kaomds ara choarky dafined el
interconneciad: kitchen ta living room to study ol above
Fhotegraph by Doug Seoll Fhoalagrapiy
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In urban projects, Tyler is charged with creating comfortable

homes in limited spaces. Taking cues from Japanese shrines, he
cultivates a feeling of openness in the smallest spaces, varying

spatial volumes that contract and expand to dramatic effect.

Best illustrating this technique is a home Tyler designed on
a narrow lot in west Seattle. Only 25 feet wide, the home feels
much larger because of its carefully planned exterior and interior
spaces. Located anly seven feet from the street, the entry foyer
is an outdoor courtyard, providing a seamless transition from
outside to in. The front door opens to a glass-walled vestibule

with eight-foot ceilings. From there, the home expands first

vertically then horizontally, stretching out to a large window that

features an exquisite view of the city beyond. Tyler's successfully
executed spaciousness fully compensates for the home’s

restricted width; closed and open spaces seamlessly coexist.

It comes as no surprise that Tyler Engle Architects has been
named one of Seattle Homes & Lifestyles magazine's "Seattle
100: The People, Places and Things that Define Seattle Design”
and one of Northwest Home and Garden magazine's "Top
50 Architects.” Certainly, the firm's attention to detail from
concept to completion and the rigor with which the team warks

to provide clients timeless solutions within their budgetary

frameworks merit such praise. Clearly, Tyler's work stands as vivid

testimony that practicality and artistry can brilliantly blend.

Albove Lol The afify wad ¢ steivtled 1o prrevicke o mare gracious arrival. A& radial
layer surrounded by lacquored pancls gives ondar to iha afigingd structurd and its
nirve CIeEuLatign

Pl'n’.lrl'l!'].'.-\.l_rl.'l .I'l}' .I'.lu;:un.r Leofl .I"'.llr_l-rql.l”r,rpl'.lp

Abpove Middle: Skylights and clerestosy windows bathe the interior stabr with natural
light. Lacquased panels and guardrails of art glass lramaed in bronze separate the stakr
fram the entry

Fretegreph by Dowg Scoott Photography

Abowvo Hl-:ﬂll. A niew beonre-clad two-sided |l'1lF:-||:|:|l separatas the catusl and lormal
living areas, yielding weoll-scaled rooms that flexibly accommodate beth intimata Tamaly
gatharings and large partias

fhotograph by Dowg Scorr Photagraphy

Facing Page Left: In a tight wiban solting, this houte uios an calogion courtyand as i1s
entry fayor, soparating thae pedastran feam the straet, One 15 greeted by the shadow aof
bBacklit bamboo on frosted glass.

I'.'I:'u'-d:-_l_,u S TH] ||I_|' A Lobhous Pha I grdeday

Facing Fage Right: Once inside, the house sapands vertically then hoozontally,
|:||'i.'|'\|l|d|r'|l\:'| thie ilugsion of widhh, In the distance, a skowed vwall ._||||»;ﬂ|l5 thie eye foa
panaramic wiew of downtown Soattls

Fhodogragede by A Ledvears Pholograpfy
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